
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
Millburn Public Schools 

 
INFORMATION ITEM 
April 25, 2011 
 
To:  Board of Education Members 
 
From:  Ellen E. Mauer, PhD 
 
Subject:  Building Rentals 
 
 Our policy requires that any requests for building rental occurring 
during the day be voted on by the BOE.  We have had two requests for one 
room each during the school day.  The After School Club (current renter for 
after hours programs) is requesting one room and Brigid Tuley, a staff 
member, is requesting another one.  Both parties wish to run kindergarten 
enrichment programs that would run opposite our kindergarten hours.  We 
propose that we put the locations at Millburn West next to the Red Apple 
Pre-School program if you approve the requests.  That way, all traffic would 
go through separate doors.  We have only two rooms left to rent at West 
during the day and we would not be able to approve any other requests 
should we get them.  We anticipate that the rental fees of 10% of the gross 
revenue would be approximately $8000 to $9500 if all spaces for the 
programs were used.   
 
 I would suggest that the BOE have a discussion, make a determination, 
and put the approval or non-approval on the consent agenda for next month.     
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Personnel 
•  Brigid Tuley 

Dedicated community resident since 1997 and mother of 2 Millburn West 
children 
20 years teaching experience elementary (K-2) and ESL (K-8) 
8 years teaching at Millburn School District (Central and West) 
Instituted summer enrichment program @ St. Mary’s School, Lake Forest 
Currently tutoring children in the community 

•  Stacy Janda 
Dedicated community resident and mother of 2 Millburn Central 
children 
12 years of teaching experience (1st grade for 9 years at Hawthorn  
School in Vernon Hills) 
Substitute teacher at Millburn for 3 years 
Started and maintained a licensed after- school daycare for 2 years 
Currently tutoring children in the community. 



Program Goal 
To start-up and provide an optional, 
tuition-based half-day kindergarten 
enrichment program for Millburn 
Kindergarten students. 

The program would be offered at opposite 
times of the student’s regular 
kindergarten class. For example, 
morning AM students could enroll in the 
PM Kindergarten Connections program. 



About the Program 
Our program will provide: 
•  Increased time to extend and reinforce existing 

kindergarten curriculum 
• A flexible schedule enabling our curriculum to be 

tailored to the children’s interest and needs 
•  Less hurried environment for learning 
•  Enrichment for every child’s ability 
•  Student to teacher ratio of 10:1 
•  Easier transition for students into full-day, 

first grade schedule 
• A positive experience that promotes self-

confidence and ability 



Program Philosophy 
To create and foster a positive learning 
environment in which each child’s emotional, 
social, physical and intellectual development 
can be encouraged and nurtured. 

This child-centered environment encourages 
children to share, express themselves, 
have fun and ultimately grow in 
independence and responsibility. 



Benefits to Millburn 
• Run by two licensed teachers who are 

very familiar with existing curriculum 
• Teachers will communicate with Millburn 

staff in the best interest of each child 
• Program will keep Kindergarten level  

students attending Millburn 
• Millburn will be current with other  

districts 
• During a year of cuts – good will 

opportunity for Millburn School 
District, especially inbound parents 



Next Steps 
After approval: 
•   Determine classroom location (BOE) 
•   Secure liability insurance 
•   Obtain DCFS approval 
•   Provide handbook stating rules &  

 regulations 
•   Marketing for enrollment via: 

 - Kindergarten screening 
 - Millburn Backpack 
 - Print and Electronic collateral 
 - Social Media 

…all of which will contribute to the success of the program! 



Questions and Answers 
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